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MEPHIBOSHETH or The Grace of God

II Sam. 4:4; Ch. 9
Intro. What is
Mercy?  Not to Give to the Guilty what he Deserves.

 What is Grace?  To Give to the Guilty what he Does not Deserve.


Mephibosheth was an example of Mercy and Grace.

David did not order him Dead and have his Dynasty Destroyed – that’s Mercy!


He Did not Deserve to be Dignified – Recognised and Rewarded – that’s Grace!

His grandfather was Saul, the Sworn Fiend of David, but he was Defeated and Dead.

And his father, Jonathan, was the Sworn Friend of David; he too had Died.
· The Episode of Mephibosheth is 
an Example of A Sinner Shown Mercy and Saved by Grace.

The Story Starts:  
A. The Inquiry and Introduction – Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul…?
II Sam. 9:1-4
1. Concerning the Saul, his Seed and Servant.
II Sam. 9:1
a. Saul was David’s Sworn Fiend.
I Sam. 19:1, etc.
i. Saul’s Slide from Grace – his Disobedience and Rebellion against God.
I Sam. 15:22, 23
ii. Saul persuaded David to Swear not to Destroy his Seed after David had Spared his life. 
24:21, 22

iii. Saul’s Suicide in Disgrace – his Downfall was Disastrous.
I Sam. 28; 31:4

· The Enmity between the Sinner and God -
Rom. 5:10
…when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son…
b. Jonathan, Saul’s Son, was David’s Sworn Friend.
I Sam. 20:12-16, 17
And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us
in the name of the LORD, saying, The LORD be between me and thee, 
and between my seed and thy seed for ever. And he arose and departed.
I Sam. 20:42
i. For his Promise’s Sake, David must Search for Jonathan’s Son.
II Sam. 9:1b
· The Shepherd Searching for the lost Sheep.
Lk. 15:3-7

ii. David’s Purpose: that I may Show him kindness 

9:1, 3, 7
· It is that I may show the kindness of God.

· It was the kindness of Grace – Mephibosheth did nothing to Merit it.
· And it was Genuine – there was no Gain for David who could have wiped out Saul’s Dynasty.
· the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. Tit. 3:4, 5

· That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus.
Eph. 2:7
c. Mephibosheth was the Son of Jonathan, Saul’s grandson.
i. The Name: Mephibosheth = exterminator of shame, i.e. idols or idol-breaker.
ii. The Two Men Named Mephibosheth:

· The Son of Jonathan, the grandson of Saul.
II Sam. 4:4; 9:6
· The Son of Saul who was Spared from being Surrendered to the Gibeonites,
when Saul’s other Seven Sons, two by his concubine Rizpah, and five sons of Michal, the daughter of Saul were the Seven victims who Surrendered by David to the Gibeonites and by them Slain before Jehovah, to avert a famine from which the country was Suffering about 996 B.C.
II Sam. 21:8-9 
Note: 
"Two sons of Rizpah" (II Samuel 21:8). Rizpah was a concubine of Saul (II Samuel 3:7) and obviously a popular beauty. After Saul's death she had an affair with Abner (II Samuel 3:7). But her initial joys at being sought by the king and others evaporated like the pleasures of sin (Hebrews 11:25)….

"The five sons of Michal" (II Samuel 21:8) should be the five sons of Merab "whom she brought up for Adriel [her husband, see I Sam. 18:19]." Michal was childless (II Samuel 6:23) and was David's wife. The text is an aberration.
Analytical Bible Expositor - Analytical Bible Expositor – Joshua to 2 Samuel
.
The Events behind this tragic story of a three-year famine in Israel 
– the Cause and Consequences:

II Sam. 21:1-14

· The Deception of the Gibeonites to Preserve their lives.
Josh. 9:4, 5

· The Declaration on the Gibeonites to be Protected as bondmen to Israel.
Josh. 9:23-27
· The Deaths of some Gibeonites Slain by Saul, breaking the Promise of Joshua.
II Sam. 21:1, 2, 5
· The Demand of the Gibeonites – To Pacify them, Seven of Saul’s family to be Sacrificed.



II Sam. 21:4, 6, 8-9
Note: A Different Mephibosheth & Merab, not Michal ct. I Sam. 18:19
See notes above.
· behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out.  
Num. 32:23
2. Concerning the Servant of Saul, Ziba.
II Sam. 9:2a
a. Ziba was a Servant in Saul’s Family.
b. He knew of the Survival of Jonathan’s Son in the Family.
Cf. II Sam. 4:4

Jonathan was killed in battle when Mephibosheth was five years old. Fearing that the Philistines would seek the life of the young boy, a nurse fled with him, but in her haste she dropped him and crippled him in both feet.
II Sam. 4:4
c. But later, Ziba Deceived David and framed Mephibosheth.
See #E
B. The Investigation.
II Sam. 9:2b-4
1. The King’s Problem – Is there not yet any of the house of Saul…?

9:3

2. The King’s Purpose – that I may shew the kindness of God unto him? 
3. Ziba’s Personal Information:  Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son…

a. Mephibosheth was Crippled in both his feet.

4:4a; 9:3b

And Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son that was lame of his feet
b. He was then a Child of five years old.

4:4b
When his father and grandfather were slain at Gilboa, Mephibosheth was a child five years of age, living under the care of his nurse.
c. It happened when his nurse Carried him to flee from being assassinated with Ishbosheth.  4:5-7

When the tidings came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, and his nurse took him up, and fled: and it came to pass, as she made haste to flee, that he fell, and became lame.

d. He was then staying in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel in Lodebar

9:4c

i. Lodebar was a town in Gilead which was a Land on the east side of the Jordan. 
ii. The name "Lodebar" means pastureless and describes a place of desolation. 
· It is the spiritual Location of the Lost soul 

For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.
Lk. 19:10

· The Sinner is Weak and Without Strength.
Rom. 5:6
For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
C. The Invitation.
II Sam. 9:5, 6
1. The King Searched, Sent and fetched him out of his Situation.

9:5

Then king David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, from Lodebar.
· The Shepherd Searched until he found his Sheep and Shouldered it back.  
Lk. 15:5; 19:10
2. Mephibosheth’s Meeting with his Majesty, David.

9:6
a. His Respect and Reverence for the King.

9:6
When Mephibosheth... was come unto David, he fell on his face, and did reverence 

b. His Realisation of his Real state – Behold thy servant
· Cf. James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ
Jas 1:1

· Cf. Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ.
Jude 1:1
D. The Inheritance
II Sam. 9:7-8
1. There was no more need to Fear – Fear not…

9:7a
a. There was the Fear of Death in David wiping out Saul’s Dynasty.
· Ct. For the wages of sin is death…
Rom. 6:23

b. But because of David’s Friendship with his Father, Jonathan, he need not fear.
…for I will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake.
II Sam. 9:7b
· …even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.
Eph. 4:23b
2. There was no Forfeiture but a Full restoration of his Father’s property. 

9:7c
and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; 
All the property of his grandfather was conveyed to Mephibosheth, and Ziba was commanded to cultivate the land in his interest. Mephibosheth took up his residence in Jerusalem and 
was a daily guest at the royal table, about 984 B.C.
II Sam. 9:6-13
3. And there was Full Fellowship with David “Forever”.
II Sam. 9:7d
and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.
· But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; 
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: And bring hither the fatted calf 

and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.
Lk. 15:22
· I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me.
Rev. 3:20

4. Mephibosheth was Fully impacted…
II Sam. 9:8
And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look 
upon such a dead dog as I am?
The Realisation of his Condition – that he had been shown Mercy and Grace.

a. Mercy – because he was not given what he deserved: he was a dead dog.

i. He was a Dog
Mk. 7:27, 28 
· But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs. And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children's crumbs. 

ii. He was a Dead Dog – 
You hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.  
Eph. 2:1
iii. He was Utterly Unworthy – as Jacob confessed:
Gen. 32:10

· I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands.
b. Grace – because he was given what he did not deserve: he was blessed to sup with the king.
i. He was Low in position – servant.


ii. Yet David Looked upon him graciously – that thou shouldest look 

E. The Immensity of the Inheritance:
II Sam. 9:9-13
Mephibosheth experienced a great change in his life when David showed kindness to him. 
Likewise, the sinner who comes to Christ for salvation, will experience great changes in his life.
· That in the ages to come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace inHhis kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus.
Eph. 2:7

1. Mephibosheth would have the Service of Saul’s Servants.
II Sam. 9:9-10. 11a 

Then the king called to Ziba, Saul's servant, and said unto him, I have given unto thy master's son all that pertained to Saul and to all his house. 
a. The Servants: They (Thou therefore, and thy sons, and thy servants) would till the land for him.

Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.

9:10c
b. The Supplies: …. bring in the fruits, that thy master's son may have food to eat.

2. Mephibosheth would Sup at the Master’s Table 
a. As his Majesty’s “Son” – Mephibosheth…shall eat always at My table.
9:7, 10b, 11b, 13
b. As Saul’s Son, Mephibosheth had…
i. All that Pertained to Saul and to all his house (his Possessions).

9:9
ii. The Service of Saul’s Servants that thy master’s son may have food to eat.

9:10a

· Are they (the angels) not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them 
who shall be heirs of salvation? 

Heb. 1:14
3. 
Mephibosheth would Stay in Jerusalem: Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem
II Sam. 9:13a
a. His Residence: 

II Sam. 9:13. 
What a change from Lodebar. Mephibosheth dwelt in the royal city in honor instead of dwelling in a desolate place in dishonor. The Gospel changes the destiny of an individual. From a doomed place in eternity to a delightful place in eternity. From dishonor to honor. From hell to heaven. The change is tremendous.

· 
The Christian’s Residence:

Jn. 14:2

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you.
b.
His Responsibility: eat at my table continually.
 9:7, 10, 11, 13


As thy Master's Son (he) shall eat bread alway at my table.

He did eat continually at the king's table. 

9:13b
· The Christian’s Responsibilities:



To Continue: 



And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 

bread, and in prayers. 
Acts 2:42 


To Commemorate:
I Cor. 10:16-17 

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 

The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.
4.
As Mephibosheth’s Son, Micha and all Ziba’s Servants enjoyed the fellowship extended to 
Mephibosheth.

9:12
· They said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.  Acts 16:31
F.
The Incident of Mercy and Grace Inverted – A tale of two loyalties - 
1. The Event: David Running away from the Revolt of Absalom.
2. How Ziba Responded - he went out to Receive David:
II Sam. 16:1-4

a. He had brought all the Resources for David to see to his needs.

16:1-2

b. Mephibosheth was absent. He was awaiting his Rights to the kingdom to be Restored.
16:3

c. David Rewarded his “loyal” servant, Ziba with Mephibosheth’s “Rights”.

16:4

3. How Mephibosheth Responded – he Remained behind.
II Sam. 19:24-30

a. His Story of Self-Sacrifice in Sympathy with the King.

19:24
And he had not cared for his feet, nor trimmed his mustache, nor washed his clothes, 
from the day the king departed until the day he returned in peace.

b. Ziba’s Slander of him to the king.

19:25-27

c. In the end, he left the king to Solely decide who was right.

19:28

For all of my father's house were but dead men before my lord the king: yet didst thou set thy servant among them that did eat at thine own table. What right therefore have I yet to cry any more unto the king?

d. The king revoked his reward to Ziba to Share the property between himself and his Servant. 19:29
e. Mephibosheth’s Stunning Reply: 

19:30

And Mephibosheth said unto the king, Yea, let him take all, forasmuch as my lord the king is come again in peace unto his own house. 
Conclusion:

A. 
The Inquiry and Introductions.
II Sam. 9:1, 2-4
B. The Investigation.
II Sam. 9:2b-4

C. The Invitation.
II Sam. 9:5, 6

D. The Inheritance.
II Sam. 9:7, 8

E. The Immensity of the Inheritance.
II Sam. 9:9-13
F. The Incident of Mercy and Grace Inverted.
II Sam. 16:1-4; 19:24-30
Conclusion: Ephesians 2:8 – 
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

Conclusion 1:

1) Mephibosheth’s Residence: Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem
II Sam. 9:13a

"Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem" (II Samuel 9:13). What a change from Lodebar. Mephibosheth dwelt in the royal city in honor instead of dwelling in a desolate place in dishonor. The Gospel changes the destiny of an individual. From a doomed place in eternity to a delightful place in eternity. From dishonor to honor. From hell to heaven. The change is tremendous.

· The Christian’s Residence:
Jn. 14:2

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
2) Mephibosheth’s Responsibilities: He did eat continually at the king's table. 
II Sam. 9:13b

The Christian’s Responsibilities:

· To Continue: 
And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
Acts 2:42 
· To Commemorate:
I Cor. 10:16-17 
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 

The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.

